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Grade 6 Up-A workmanlike, chronological overview of the history of rock and roll music. To his

credit, Woog does a good job of setting the stage by defining what rock music is and briefly

exploring its roots. Readers come away from the first few chapters with a pretty good sense of how

it evolved, as well as with an appreciation for its African influences. The author covers the societal

impact of rock and roll, and at times goes beyond a simple recitation of artists' names and hit

records to show how the music was disseminated to the public through TV shows like American

Bandstand, and Top 40 radio. The text is not compelling; it reads like a synthesis of the author's

research material rather than a product of original thinking or scholarship-it is a history without a

point of view. Many of the quotes included in the sidebars are taken from secondary-source

material, which makes this book seem as though it's even one step further removed from the facts.

It is heavily illustrated with black-and-white photos of rock artists, most of which are readily available

publicity shots. The index is fairly extensive. However, David Shirley's The History of Rock & Roll

(Watts, 1997) is a better choice.Tim Wadham, Maricopa County Library District, Phoenix, AZ
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